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the worship of nature, even in its loftiest forms, and the empty cari- 
cature of worship offered to that which neither does nor can perceive 
its worshipers. On the contrary, the great revelation of the Old Tes- 
tament is the existence of a personal God, who knows and is known 
by his intelligent, moral creatures. He is immanent in nature, yet is 
transcendently above it as its Creator and its Lord. All its varied 
array in heaven and earth and under the earth is the expression of his 
wisdom and power and love, and is summoned again and again to join 
in his praise. And it is an affecting evidence of the extent of human 
depravity that generation after generation among the Jews could con- 
struct sun-images and bow down in adoration before the orbs in the 
sky, when their sacred books every-where re-echoed the strains of the 
noble Psalm (CXLVIII.), 

Praise ye Jehovah. 

Praise ye Jehovah from the heavens ; 

Praise him in the heights. 

Praise ye him, all his angels ; 

Praise ye him all his host. 

Praise ye him, sun and moon ; 

Praise ye him, all ye stars of light. 

Praise ye him, ye heavens of heavens, 

And ye waters that be above the heavens. 

Let them praise the name of Jehovah, 

For he commanded, and they were created. 
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II. 

5. It is at one with itself on all these themes, notwithstanding 
that it is a complex volume of the most diversified contents, containing 
at least seventy distinct pieces, composed by more than fifty authors, 
and spread over a period of at least 1 500 years. The unity of such a 
collection in relating the past affairs of mankind, revealing the deep 
things of God, predicting the future destinies of man, and laying 
down the fundamental principles of eternal rectitude is simply unac- 
countable on merely human grounds. Moses compiled the book of 
Genesis not later than 1400 years B. C. John composed the Apoca- 
lypse not sooner than the end of the first century of the Christian era. 
The whole of the New Testament was written in Greek during the 
last fifty years of the first century. An interval of 450 years sepa- 
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rated the New Testament from the Old. The Old Testament was 
written all in Hebrew during the long period of iooo years from Moses 
to Malachi. The genius of the one language is very different from 
that of the other; but the Greek of the New Testament is deeply 
tinged with the Hebrew of the Old. Besides this great break in the 
continuity of the literature, there was a great shock given to the con- 
stitution of the Hebrew tongue by the banishment of Judah for seventy 
years, after which the exiles returned so much changed in ecclesiastical 
and political relations, that the history of the antecedent times had to- 
be recast to suit the new condition of things. Amid all these changes 
and during all this length of time, the unity of the whole collection 
of the sacred writings in facts, principles and aims is maintained 
throughout. This can only be accounted for by the fact that the Spirit 
of truth guided and illuminated the minds of all the writers. 

If it be suggested that the collection is a selection of writers on 
the condition that they were in harmony with one another, the answer 
is that no such selection of merely human writers, running over a period 
of more than a thousand years, is possible. The Greek history of 
most of these years was simply a mass of incoherent fables. The 
theology was bound up in these irreconcilable myths. The writings 
due to the Platonics, or any other school of philosophy, present many 
and palpable diversities of opinion. They do not pretend to enunci- 
ate absolute truth, but only the varying sentiments of the individual 
writers. If it be objected that there are innumerable discrepancies in 
the documents which constitute the Sacred Scriptures, it is to be borne 
in mind that sober men of matured experience in literature and in the 
workings of the human mind have examined these seeming discrep- 
ancies, and have never failed to explain them or to point out a way 
in which they may be reconciled. The great majority of them arise 
from ignorance on our part of the whole circumstances, from miscon- 
ception of the real meaning of the author, and generally from taking 
the word in a literal, narrow, special or material sense ; whereas it 
becomes obvious, on a little patient consideration, from the circum- 
stances of the times and the habits of the writer, that they should 
have been taken in another sense, which was quite in harmony with 
the context and with other passages. A series of writings on a vari- 
ety of topics, covering more than a thousand years, that can be shown 
to be uniformly consistent on such reasonable terms is unique in the 
history of letters, and possible only on the ground that the writers are 
the spokesmen of the ever-living God. 

6. It was commenced when philosophy and science were in the 
remote future, and it was completed while ancient philosophy was far 
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away in the distance from Palestine, and science, properly so-called, 
was scarcely come to the birth ; and yet it contains no sentence which, 
fairly understood, is at variance with either. It says indeed in com- 
mon parlance, The sun rises and sets ; but so does the philosopher, 
the scientist and the poet, and so must they continue to do as long as 
metaphysics and imagination have a place in the mind of man. It 
has been often explained that it was not the Bible but the misinter- 
preter of it that condemned Galileo, when he asserted that the earth 
has a diurnal motion. On the other hand there is a curious harmony 
between stray incidental phrases and sentences of Scripture and some 
comparatively recent discoveries of science. Thus the phrase "the 
heavens and the earth" accords with the fact that the heavens are 
greater than the earth. The order of the six days of creative work 
corresponds with the facts that light and heat must precede clouds 
and rain, and that both must precede vegetation, and that all three 
must precede animal life. The passing sentence of Job, "He stretch- 
eth out the north over the waste, he hangeth the earth upon nothing," 
is in harmony with the law of gravitation and with the round form 
and diurnal motion of the earth. The equally incidental verse, " It 
(the earth) turns itself as on clay the seal, and they (the heavenly 
bodies) stand as a garment," is at least consistent with the revolu- 
tion of the earth on its axis, and the brilliant canopy of the heavens 
standing around it. It is evident that the question, " Canst thou bind 
the sweet influences of Pleiades or loose the bonds of Orion ? " is in 
keeping with the law of gravitation. The question, " Who hath meas- 
ured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out heaven with 
the span, and comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?" is in 
poetical accord with the atomic theory of matter. These and other 
like sentences and phrases are scattered through a volume which is 
written in the language of ordinary life, and was finished before the 
technicalities of science came into existence. Where is the series of 
writings in any nation, running over 1500 years ending with the first 
century of Christendom, of which these things can be said ? 

7. It has a regenerating and comforting effect on the individual 
who reads or hears it read and expounded, and has had an illuminat- 
ing, civilizing and elevating influence on human society, wherever it 
has become known, such as the best human philosophy and the most 
advanced science have not been able to produce. This is chiefly 
dependent on three things. (1) First, the writers constantly acknowl- 
edge the existence, the presence, the personal and spiritual attributes 
and the supreme authority of the one only God. (2) Second, they state 
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and expound in manifold ways the simple and self-evident principles 
of unchangeable morality in their relation to God and man. These 
two characteristics, combined with the example of those who are faith- 
ful and true servants of God, have had a quite extraordinary influence 
not only in civilizing but moralizing mankind. (3) But the third and 
greatest source of Spiritual power is the Gospel, the glad tidings of 
salvation through the mercy of God in Christ. This Gospel presup- 
poses the fall of man from original innocence into sin against God. 
This seldom fails to find an echo in the conscience of the hearer. The 
salvation which the book reveals meets the needs of the self-condem- 
ning conscience. It consists of three parts. First, there is forgiveness 
with God for the returning sinner. Second, there is redemption made 
by Christ, the Son of God, on the cross, which makes forgiveness 
morally possible. Third, the Spitit of truth makes use of these two 
irresistible motives to persuade the soul that is truly conscious of sin 
to return to God by Jesus Christ. The preternatural effect of the 
Gospel so presented is truly called regeneration. It is the birth of a 
new state of mind towards God, the joy of salvation, the hope of 
glory and the revival of love to God and man. Only the newborn 
know the full import of this holy and happy change. But outsiders in 
all ages have been constrained to acknowledge the immediate moral 
amendment of life that has followed the sincere confession of faith in 
Christ and repentance toward God. 

It is obvious from the nature of the case, as well as from the facts 
of history, that no book, or definite class of books, but the Bible, has 
produced this singular effect ; no system or school of philosophy but 
the Gospel of the grace of God in Jesus Christ has thus deeply and 
vitally affected the human heart, thus effectually and equally met the 
want and touched the springs of human action in every diversity of 
tribe, rank and mind in all generations, from the day of the crucifix- 
ion to the present hour. And at the very moment when many are 
supposing that its influence is waning, it is beginning to wield a 
broader, deeper and milder sway than at any time since the days of 
the apostles ; because the clouds and shadows arising from certain 
misconceptions of its benign import are passing away, and all the un- 
tarnished glory of its grace and truth is about to be unveiled before 
the eyes of man. The controversies of by-gone days have done good 
service in promoting a logical method, determining the laws of lan- 
guage, shedding light on the nature of the Gospel, and promulgating 
the articles of the creed. But they have left some traces of narrow- 
ness and one-sidedness even on the best conceptions which have been 
formed of many doctrines of revealed religion, the removal of which 
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may be confidently expected from the equity, charity and moderation 
of a less controversial and more dispassionate age. Hopeful signs of 
this abatement, if not abolition, of diversity of opinion on the long 
agitated questions of ecclesiastical polity, of predestination, of the 
sacraments of the New Testament, of the trinity of persons in the 
Godhead, of the inspiration of the Scriptures and of the metaphysics 
involved in these high themes are beginning to appear. There is much 
need, however, of men of high mind, thorough training and well bal- 
anced reason to carry forward this delicate process to a just and unan- 
imous issue. Only the Spirit and the Word of God can produce such 
men. Let us expect and pray, and throw no hindrance, and endeavor 
to remove any hindrance, in the way of the coming and the multiply- 
ing of such men in the church. Then will the divine origin of the 
holy Scriptures be fully illustrated and its paramount authority be 
gladly admitted. 
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In this article we may note the changes in translation made by 
the Revision of 1885 from that of 161 1. It is not unreasonable to as- 
sume that the Hebrew text was little, if at all, different. That the 
article be not unduly protracted, attention will be confined to the body 
of the text, .and no mention will be made of the notes in the margin, 
or of those of the American Revisers. 

The standard for comparison is the Parallel Bible, Oxford edition. 
Not the entire book is brought into view ; but the first ten chapters 
have been compared, with the intention of noting every change, even 
to punctuation. In these ten chapters there are 274 verses. Of these, 
120 exhibit no verbal change, nor any change in punctuation sufficient 
to alter the sense. In the 154 verses the following changes are 
found : — 

1. There are five instances of the change of obsolete words. 
"Wit" is changed to "know" (11., 4); "let "to "loose" (v., 4); "coast" 
to "border" (x., 4, 14, 19). There are six instances of corrected spell- 
ing,— "lothe" to "loathe" (vn., 18); "ought" to "aught" (v., 8, 19); 
and three proper names in v., 17, 22, 24. Also the archaic "be" is 
changed to "are" (vi., 4). 

2. There is a large number of changes of single words, which are 
simply lexical. For example, of nouns, "children" is changed to 



